South Cambridgeshire
Local Plan 2012
Public consultation on
‘Issues and options’
South Cambridgeshire District Council needs your
Views to help create a new plan for how the area
Should be developed over the next 20 years.
To make it easier than ever to give your views during the consultation, there are ten
questions covering the more significant issues being debated for the entire district.

The district is consistently recognised as one of the top places to live and work in the country
due to our thriving economy, attractive environment and quality of life our residents enjoy.
Now we need to make sure we have a plan that can continue our success by providing for new
jobs and homes while protecting and enhancing what makes South Cambridgeshire special.

Question 1 - Jobs
Our successful local economy has meant that around 1,600 new jobs have been created each year over the last
20 years. The average was around 1,000, even during the downturn. Forecasts show a growth of 1,200 more
jobs per year is most likely over the next 20 years, but if the economy is worse or better than predicted it could
be as few as 700, or as many as 1,500.
What are your views on how many new jobs we should provide for?
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14,200 homes in the Council’s current plans, including Northstowe and sites on the edge of Cambridge. If we
planned for the most likely number of new jobs forecasted, we expect sites for an additional 7,300 homes will be
needed. Planning for the lower number of jobs would suggest an additional 4,300 homes and the higher number of
new jobs would need 9,300.
What are your views on how many new homes we should be planning for?
It seems to be too restrictive of the consideration of other options and inherently risky to plan solely on the
basis of a direct correlation of between new jobs and new homes. Planning needs to take into account the
fact that modes of working are likely to change radically in the next ten years with the introduction of high
speed connectivity and cloud computing. Thus it is likely that there will be less pressure on people to live near
their place of work and especially if they work in the ‘hi-tec’ cluster which has driven much of the growth
regionally. Further, the successful development of Science/Business Parks on the periphery of SCDC area
should be continued in order to widen the catchment area for attracting workers already residing in
neighboring counties. The strategy should be linked to training to ensure that those already living locally and
seeking to enter or re-enter the labour market have the skills that employers are looking for and incentives for
businesses to locate operations in rural areas where unemployment is highest.

Question 3 - Development focus
The Council’s existing plan focuses development on the edge of Cambridge and in Northstowe, a proposed new
town near to Longstanton, with little development in villages. This is to give people a choice of living near to jobs
and services which are concentrated in or close to Cambridge so they do not have to rely on their car for all their
journeys. Some village development is expected to be needed to provide smaller housing sites in the next plan, but
there are options for the main focus of future development:
a)
On the edge of Cambridge (would require a review of the green belt)
b)
c)
d)

Another new town/village
Larger villages (could require a review of the green belt)
Combination of the above

Where do you think development should be focused?
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of these areas another review would be needed. The merits of ten areas on the edge of Cambridge can be
viewed by visiting www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/localplan(see Appendix 2).
What are your views on releasing land from the green belt to allow more development around the edge
of Cambridge or the larger villages, and do you have any comments on any of the ten broad locations?
Land should not be released from Green Belt.

Question 5 - Village development

Development is currently allowed within villages, for houses for sale. However, current policies mean sites in
villages are becoming increasingly more difficult to find.
Over the next 20 years do you feel the plan should allow greater flexibility so villages are able to expand
and would you support more development in proportion to the scale of the village where you live?
Village name LINTON
In view of continued pressure from developers LPC feel that the maintenance of the existing planning policy
regarding village boundaries is more essential than ever to preserve the quality of village life and the character of
SCDC as a whole and is a policy that has worked well up till now. This it is believed is the view of most PCs in SCDC
and Linton residents. Linton is under particular pressure from large scale development proposals because of the
high prices that houses can command from commuters to Cambridge and London but lacks the infrastructure to
enable further sustainable development of the scale that has been proposed (and rejected) in the SHLAA process.
Additionally, LPC feels that Neighborhood Plans will provide sufficient flexibility for PCs to pursue the appropriate
and sustainable development of exception sites to provide sustainable low cost or social housing for local residents
outside the designated village boundaries when needed. Based on previous experience LPC feel that the
introduction of centrally imposed ‘flexibilities’ in the planning constraints will inevitably result in aggressive pressure
from opportunistic landowners and developers seeking to ‘push the boundaries’ and will thus also undermine the
credibility and efficacy of Neighborhood Plans and local democracy.

Question 6 - Where should new housing sites be located?
Following detailed assessments of nearly 300 locations we want your views on the 52 sites we believe could be the
most suitable options for development. A list of the locations are below, but for more detailed information on each
site please visit Chapter 5 at www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/localplan.
New town - Waterbeach barracks and nearby land
New village - Bourn airfield
Villages sites - Sawston, Histon&Impington, Cambourne, Great Shelford and Stapleford, Cottenham,
Fulbourn, Linton, Melbourn, Gamlingay, Milton, Swavesey, Bassingbourn, Girton,
Comberton, PapworthEverard,Willingham,Waterbeach.
What are your views on the options suggested, and are there any other sites we should consider?
Linton- In principle LPC is not opposed to the development of SHLAA site 152 for social housing reserved
for local residents provided access issues to the A1307 can be resolved and the concerns of local
residents can be met.
Other Sites-In general LPC favours the planned development of the larger sites as a more effective and
sustainable method of meeting housing needs and targets. Such developments offer a better opprotunity
for the intergrated development of sustainable, differentiated housing, social infrastructure, modes of
transport which can reduce traffic movements and are more cost effective in the long term..The
argument that such sites take longer to come on stream does not justify the ad hoc development of
smaller greenfield sites around villages as a stopgap measure.

Question 7 - Rural Exception Sites

The Council can grant planning permission for ‘rural exception’ schemes’ where housing association homes are
built on the edge of villages to meet local needs for affordable housing. Reduced national funding means that if we
are to continue to deliver new affordable houses for local people in this way that some houses for sale may have to
be included in future schemes.
How important is affordable housing, and where evidence shows that a rural exception scheme cannot
be adequately funded, should the Council consider the inclusion of some full market value homes in
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What do you think we should do as part of the plan to make sure facilities are right for residents
in the future?
Linton generally has good facilities when compared to other villages around Linton. Since 2005, it
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It is important to keep the character of a village. Large scale development must not be allowed, and
small scale development must be carefully managed to integrate into existing communities.
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The deadline for comments is 12 noon on the 28 September 2012

